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E.O. 12065: GDS 9/21/79 (STREATOR, EDWARD J.) OReM

TAGS: SOPN, UK K . :
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN BBC OVERSEAS BROADCASTING

REF: STATE 23547S

1. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FCO VIEWS ON POSSIBLE BBC
PRUGRAM CHANGES IN A LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 19 FROM

LORD N, GORDON LENNOX, AN ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY OF
STATE, ADDRESSED TO MINISTER, THIS WAS IN RESPONSE
TO STREATOR'S LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 13 TO THE FCO ALONG
THE LINES OF REFTEL,

2. TEXT OF SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF LETTER FOLLOWS:

QUOTE 1 UNDERSTAND YOUR COUNCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE CUTS TO
THE EXTERNAL SERVICES. I CERTAINLY AGREE ABOUT THE
IMPURTANT KOLE THEY PLAY IN OUR COMMGN OBJECTIVES AND THE
HIGH ESTEEM THEY ENJOY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., BUT AS YOU
- KNOW, THE GOVERNMENY HAVE JUDGED IT NECESSARY TO REVIEW

- ALL ASPECTS OF FUTURE PLANS FOR PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND
1T IS CLEAR THAT AN EFFORT WILL HAVE TO BE MADE TQ
PRODUCE SAVINGS IN EVERY AREA. AS A GRANT=AIDED

BoDY, THE EXTERNAL SERVICES CANNOT BE EXLUDED FROM THAT
REVIEw, OUR AIM WILL BE TO MINIMIZE ANY DAMAGE RESULTe
ING FRUM CUTS AND TO THAT END OFFICIALS OF THE BBC AND
THE FCO HAVE HAD A NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS. IT WILL NOW
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BE FOR MINISTERS 70 DECIDE HOW BEST TO ACHIEVE THE
REGUIRED ECONOMIES. THE CONCLUSIONS REACHED IN THE
REVIEw OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURE WILL BE PUBLISHED IN DUE
COURSE IN A WHITE PAPER ON PUBLJIC EXPENDITURE. UNTIL
THEN THERE IS, 1 AM AFRAID, LITTLE MORE I CAN SAY THAT
WOULD BE MATERIAL TO THE TALKS YOU MENTION BETWEEN THE
BBC AND VOA, UNQUOTE
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